During the summer of 1953, Mr. Edward T. Roche, of the Department of Zoology, University of Southern California, continued observations on the life history of the ground squirrel, Citellus undulatus barrowensis (Merriam) , along the Meade River south of Point Barrow, Alaska. In the course of this work, 55 ground squirrels were examined for intestinal parasites, and were found commonly to harbor cestodes. Mr. Roche kindly offered a number of these cestodes to the writer for study, and they represent an undescribed species of Paranoplocephala Liihe, 1910. In appreciation of the generous cooperation extended to the personnel of this laboratory by Dr. Ira L. Wiggins, formerly Scientific Director of the Arctic Research Laboratory, Office of Naval Research, at Point Barrow, the name Paranoplocephala wigginsi n. sp. is proposed for this cestode. (v. Linstow, 1904) , P. variabilis (Douthitt, 1915) , P. infrequens (Douthitt, 1915) , P. acanthocirrosa Baer, 1924 , P. ryjikovi Spasskii, 1950 , P. neofibrinus Rausch, 1952 , and P. lemmi Rausch, 1952 . Of these, P. omphalodes, P. variabilis, P. infrequens, P. neofibrinus, and P. lemmi occur in North America.
Six of the above species (P. mamillana, P. wimerosa, P. variabilis, P. infrequens, P. neofibrinus, P. lemmi) , have relatively short, more or less wedge-shaped strobilae. This, along with other morphological characteristics, serves to distinguish P. wigginsi n. sp. from any of these six, so they will not be considered in detail here.
Baer (1949) redescribed P. isomydis, parasitic in an African rodent, Arvicanthus abyssinicus Ruppell; on the basis of Baer's description, P. wigginsi n. sp. can be differentiated by its elongate strobila, much larger cirrus sac, and greater number of testes. Spasskii (1951, p. 316) assigned Bertia forcipata v. Linstow, 1904, [ = Bertiella forcipata (v. Linstow, 1904) ] to the genus Paranoplocephala.
P. forcipata is a parasite of a Peruvian rodent, Lagidium peruanum Meyen, and there is apparently no information regarding it beyond von Linstow's original description. Baer (1927) treated Bertiella forcipata as a synonym of P. omphalodes. However, P. omphalodes appears to be restricted in North America to arctic Alaska (Rausch, 1952) , and its occurrence in South America seems improbable. In any event, P. wigginsi n. sp. differs from P. forcipata in having more testes, a larger cirrus sac, and in other details. The species described herein resembles somewhat P. acanthocirrosa (from an African water rat, Otomys irroratus Brants), but it has a greater number of testes (40 to 50 in P. acanthocirrosa) which are dissimilar in distribution. It possesses, as well, an external seminal vesicle, which is lacking in P. acanthocirrosa.
In North America, P. omphalodes is the only species of Paranoplocephala having an elongate strobila. Moreover, it is a parasite of microtine rodents, and has never been reported from sciurids. A description of this species, using Alaskan material, has been published by Rausch (1952) . P. wigginsi n. sp. is unlike P. omphalodes in its possession of an external seminal vesicle, in its having more testes of different distribution (51 to 61 in P. omphalodes), and in its greater size of cirrus sac.
Two species of Paranoplocephala are known to parasitize Eurasian sciurids. P. transversaria has been collected from M armota marmota Linnaeus, M. caudata Jacquemont, and M armota sp., in various localities in
